
2 De s t i n a t i on PHL

o enhance the traveling experience and heighten
the ambiance of the new International Terminal,
three fabulous works of art are now permanently

on display in Terminal A-West:American Dream by
Rob Fisher, Flyventures by Marcus Akinlana and Impulse
by artists Ralph Helmick and Stuart Schecter.

American Dream, a striking tribute to the
Declaration of Independence, greets visitors and sets
the tone for the International Arrivals Hall.In 
FisherÕs dramatic presentation,the key phrase of the
Declaration,ÒWe hold these truthsÉÓis encased in
huge metal letters,some as large as 13 feet high and
back-lit with neon,giving the appearance of the 
original calligraphy ßoating off the walls.

Marking the entryway to the Arrivals Hall and 
illuminated with lighting is an aluminum and glass 
railing etched with exact replicas of the signatures of
the signers of the Declaration of Independence.
The Signature Piece of American Dreamis an 8 foot 
by 10 foot artistic stained glass representation of the 
document itself, which looks like real parchment 
from the 1700Õs.

Installed on the walls and ceilings at each end of 
the busy ground ßoor Ticketing Lobby is Flyventures,
combining two large-scale murals with cantilevered 

freestanding sculptures.Images range from ancient
ßight craft to modern aviation marvels,with the intent
of taking the viewer through the history of ßight.

High above the ßoor in the A-West Ticketing 
Lobby ßoats Impulse, a monumental,suspended six-part
sculptural suite addressing the poetry of ßight.
Comprised of 6,749 precisely aligned cast pewter 
birds,the piece employs a type of three-dimensional
Pointillism depicting a large cluster of suspended birds,
which gradually transforms into an epic goose that 
then transforms into a DC-3 aircraft.

Commissioned by the City of PhiladelphiaÕs OfÞce
of Arts and Culture,under the Percent for Art Program,
all three works of art are high in concept,bold and 
daring in presentation.¥
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SOME FUN FACTS ON 
I N T E R N ATIONAL TERMINAL A-WEST

Exciting Artwork Greets International T raveler s

¥ Did you knowÉ the 1,000,000 square

feet of curtainwall wrapping the ter m i n a l

walls is more than enough to cover

C h i c a g o Õs entire John Hancock building.

¥ Did you knowÉ the terminalÕs 2,050-

foot length from its southwest corner

to the northeast corner is nearly four

times that of PhiladelphiaÕs City Hall if

it was laid end to end.

¥ Did you knowÉ by itself, the Federal
Inspection Services facility has an area
larger than 3 football fields.

¥ Did you knowÉ the meeter and gr e e t e r
Arrivals Hall peaks at 61 feet (or as tall
as a 6-story building).

¥ Did you knowÉ the new International
TerminalÕs 82-foot long escalators ar e
the longest in Philadelphia.

¥ Did you knowÉ the terminal bridges

over the r o a d w a y , wetlands and railway

u se twelve 240-foot long trusses.

¥ Did you knowÉ there is nearly two

miles of baggage conveyer belt in 

the terminal.

T h ree fabulous works of art permanently on display in
I n t e r national T e rminal A-West are (clockwise from left) Impulse,
F l y v e n t u r es and American Dr e a m .


