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     Meeting Notice for September 2004 Public Information Meetings – Preliminary Findings of the DEIS 
 

 
 

 
 

Public Information Meetings for the Philadelphia International Airport  
Runway 17-35 Extension Project 
Environmental Impact Statement 

 
 
The Federal Aviation Administration will be holding a set of three meetings on the 
preliminary findings in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Runway 
17-35 Extension Project.  The purpose of the Project is to reduce delay in the short term 
at the Philadelphia International Airport.  These meetings will give the public the 
opportunity to learn about the analysis process, preliminary findings of the environmental 
analyses, the DEIS public review process, and to ask questions about the Project. The 
meeting content at each meeting will be the same. 
 
These meetings will consist of a presentation followed by a question and answer 
session.  Formal comments on the Project will be accepted after the DEIS is available 
for public review in October 2004 and at the public hearings on November 16, 17, and 
18, 2004.  
 
The public information meetings will be held from 7 PM to 9 PM on each of the following 
evenings: 
 

• September 28, 2004 – Paulsboro High School, Auditorium, 670 N. Delaware 
Street, Paulsboro, NJ  

• September 29, 2004 – Upper Darby High School, Auditorium, 601 N. 
Lansdowne Avenue, Drexel Hill, PA  

• September 30, 2004 – Mercy Wellness Center at Eastwick, Meeting Room  
(2nd Floor), 2821 Island Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 

 
For more information, please visit the Runway 17-35 Extension Project EIS web site 
(http://www.phlrunway17-35eis.com). 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Arrangements can be made for individuals or others in need of special 
assistance who would like to attend the meetings by contacting Jennifer Price at (215) 
751-1400. Requests can also be e-mailed to Jennifer.Price@CHPlanning.com. 
Requests should be made at least five business days before the meeting you would like 
to attend. 
 
For more information, please contact Susan McDonald, FAA Environmental Protection 
Specialist, c/o VHB, 101 Walnut Street, PO Box 9151, Watertown, MA 02471-9151, 
(717) 730-2833, smcdonald.faa.17-35@vhb.com. 

 
 

 



For Inclusion in West Deptford, NJ Township Newsletter 

 
Prepared by VHB (08-10-04) 

  
 

 
Workshops to be Held on Preliminary Findings in  

Draft Environmental Impact Statement for  
Philadelphia International Airport  
Runway 17-35 Extension Project 

 
 
The Federal Aviation Administration will be holding a set of three workshops on the 
preliminary findings in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the 
Philadelphia International Airport Runway 17-35 Extension Project.  These workshops 
will give the public the opportunity to learn about the preliminary findings of various 
analyses and to ask questions about the Project, which will reduce delay in the short 
term at the Airport.    
 
These workshops are intended to be informal with a presentation followed by a question 
and answer session.  Formal comments on the Project will be accepted at the 
November 2004 public hearings,* which will be held in several locations. The Draft EIS 
will be available for public review in October 2004.*  
 
The workshops will be held from 7 PM to 9 PM on each of the following evenings: 
 
September 28, 2004 – Paulsboro High School, Auditorium, 670 N. Delaware Street,  
Paulsboro, NJ (Pending School Board Approval)* 
 
September 29, 2004 – Upper Darby High School, Auditorium, 601 N. Lansdowne 
Avenue, Drexel Hill, PA  
 
September 30, 2004 – Mercy Wellness Center at Eastwick, Meeting Room (2nd Floor), 
2821 Island Road, Philadelphia, PA 
 
*Please visit the Runway 17-35 Project web site (http://www.phlrunway17-35eis.com) 
for the latest information on meeting dates and locations, the availability of the Draft 
EIS, to be added to the project mailing list, and Project information. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Susan McDonald 
FAA Environmental Protection Specialist 
c/o VHB 
101 Walnut Street 
PO Box 9151 
Watertown, MA 02471-9151 
(717) 730-2833 
smcdonald.faa.17-35@vhb.com 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
September 2004 
 
Dear Elected or Appointed Official: 
 
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is preparing a Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) to evaluate potential impacts of the Runway 17-35 Extension Project at the 
Philadelphia International Airport.  The City of Philadelphia, owner and operator of the Airport, 
is proposing the project to alleviate delays in the short term at the Airport. 
 
The FAA will be holding a set of three public information meetings on the preliminary findings 
in the DEIS for the Runway 17-35 Extension Project.  These meetings will give the public the 
opportunity to learn about the analysis process, preliminary findings of the environmental 
analyses, the DEIS public review process, and to ask questions about the Project.    
 
We invite you and your staff to join us at these meetings. We would appreciate it if you and/or 
your staff members identify yourselves when you sign in so that we can make sure you speak 
to the appropriate EIS team member to address any questions you might have about this 
project. 
 
The meetings will be held from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. each night.  The meetings will include a 
presentation by the FAA and their consultant team followed by a question and answer 
session. The meeting content at each meeting will be the same. 
 
Formal comments on the Project will be accepted after the DEIS is available for public review 
in October 2004 and at the public hearings on November 16, 17, and 18, 2004.   
 
For more information, please visit the Runway 17-35 Extension Project EIS web site 
(http://www.phlrunway17-35eis.com). 
 
We look forward to seeing you at these meetings. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Susan McDonald 
FAA Environmental Protection Specialist 
c/o VHB 
101 Walnut Street 
PO Box 9151 
Watertown, MA 02471-9151 
(717) 730-2833 
Email: smcdonald.faa.17-35@vhb.com     
 

Philadelphia International Airport  
Runway 17-35 Extension Project 
Environmental Impact Statement  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Information Meetings 
 
 
 
Topic:  Preliminary Results of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement* 
 
Dates:  September 28, 29, & 30, 2004  
 
Time:  7 p.m. to 9 p.m. (Presentation and Question and Answer Session) 
 
Locations**:  

Paulsboro High School (September 28)  
Auditorium 
670 N Delaware St 
Paulsboro, NJ 08066-1020 

  
Upper Darby High School (September 29)  
Auditorium 
601 N. Lansdowne Avenue 
Drexel Hill, PA 19026 

 
Mercy Wellness Center at Eastwick (September 30) 
Meeting Room (2nd Floor) 
2821 Island Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA 19153 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
* The agenda content at each meeting will be the same. 
**You can find directions to the above locations on the Runway 17-35 Extension Project EIS web site 
(http://www.phlrunway17-35eis.com). 
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September 2004 
 
Dear Religious Leader: 
 
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is preparing a Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) to evaluate potential impacts of the Runway 17-35 Extension Project 
at the Philadelphia International Airport.  The City of Philadelphia, owner and operator of 
the airport, is proposing the project to alleviate delays in the short term at the Airport. 
 
The FAA will be holding a set of three public information meetings on the preliminary 
findings in the DEIS for the Runway 17-35 Extension Project.  These meetings will give 
the public the opportunity to learn about the analysis process, preliminary findings of the 
environmental analyses, the DEIS public review process, and to ask questions about the 
Project.    
 
We invite you and your congregation to join us at these meetings. We would appreciate 
it if you could let your congregation know about the upcoming meetings described below 
and on the enclosed flyer.   
 
The public information meetings will be held on September 28, 29, and 30, 2004 from  
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. each night.  The meetings will include a presentation by the FAA and 
their consultant team followed by a question and answer session. The meeting content 
at each meeting will be the same. 
 
Formal comments on the Project will be accepted after the DEIS is available for public 
review in October 2004 and at the public hearings on November 16, 17, and 18, 2004.   
 
For more information, please visit the Runway 17-35 Extension Project EIS web site 
(http://www.phlrunway17-35eis.com). 
 
We look forward to seeing you at these meetings. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Susan McDonald 
FAA Environmental Protection Specialist 
c/o VHB 
101 Walnut Street 
PO Box 9151 
Watertown, MA 02471-9151 
(717) 730-2833 
Email: smcdonald.faa.17-35@vhb.com    
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Public Information Meetings 
 
The Federal Aviation Administration will be holding a set of three public information meetings 
on the preliminary findings in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the 
Runway 17-35 Extension Project at the Philadelphia International Airport.  These meetings will 
give the public the opportunity to learn about the analysis process, preliminary findings of the 
environmental analyses, the DEIS public review process, and to ask questions about the 
Project.   
 
Formal comments on the Project will be accepted after the DEIS is available for public review 
in October 2004 and at the public hearings on November 16, 17, and 18, 2004. 
 
 
Topic:  Preliminary Findings of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
 
Dates:  September 28, 29, & 30, 2004  
 
Time:  7 p.m. to 9 p.m. (Presentation and Question and Answer Session) 
 
Locations:  Paulsboro High School (September 28)  

Auditorium 
670 N Delaware St 
Paulsboro, NJ 08066-1020 

  
Upper Darby High School (September 29)  
Auditorium 
601 N. Lansdowne Avenue 
Drexel Hill, PA 19026 

 
Mercy Wellness Center (September 30) 
Meeting Room (2nd Floor) 
2821 Island Avenue  
Philadelphia, PA 19153 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE: Arrangements can be made for individuals or others in need of 
special assistance who would like to attend the meetings by contacting Jennifer Price 
at (215) 751-1400. Requests can also be e-mailed to Jennifer.Price@CHPlanning.com. 
Requests should be made at least five business days before the meeting you would 
like to attend. 

 
For more information, please visit the Project web site at  

http://www.phlrunway17-35eis.com  
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FAA NEWS 
Federal Aviation Administration, Eastern Region, Jamaica, NY 11434 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
Thursday, September 23, 2004 
Contact: Arlene Salac or Jim Peters 
Phone:   718-553-3015 
 
FAA to Hold Public Information Meetings on Philadelphia 
International Airport Runway 17-35 Extension Project  
 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) will hold a series of public 
information meetings to provide the public the opportunity to learn more about the 
FAA’s Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Runway 17-35 Extension 
Project at Philadelphia International Airport. The City of Philadelphia, owner and 
operator of the airport, is proposing this project to alleviate delays at the airport.  

 
The purpose of these meetings will be to present the analysis process, preliminary 

findings of the environmental analyses, and the DEIS public review process. The 
meetings will include a presentation by FAA and its consultant team followed by a 
question and answer session. The content for each meeting will be the same. 

 
The meetings, which will run from 7 to 9 p.m., will be held: 
 
• September 28 at the Paulsboro High School auditorium, 670 N. Delaware 

Street, Paulsboro, NJ; 
• September 29 at the Upper Darby High School auditorium, 601 N. Lansdowne 

Avenue, Drexel Hill, PA; and 
• September 30 at the Mercy Wellness Center at Eastwick meeting room (2nd 

floor), 2821 Island Avenue in Philadelphia.  
 
Formal comments on the project will be accepted after the DEIS is available for 

public review in October 2004 and at the public hearings on November 16, 17, and 18, 
2004.   

 
For more information, please visit the Runway 17-35 Extension Project EIS web 

site at www.phlrunway17-35eis.com. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Arrangements can be made for individuals or others in need of special 
assistance who would like to attend the meetings by contacting Jennifer Price at (215) 
751-1400. Requests can also be e-mailed to Jennifer.Price@CHPlanning.com. Requests 
should be made at least five business days before the meeting you would like to attend. 
 

### 
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PHILADELPHIA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT: Environmental Impact Statement

Newsletter Contents

This newsletter includes a brief summary of the alternatives being considered to reduce 

delay at the Philadelphia International Airport in the short term.  Also included is a prelimi-

nary summary of the findings of the environmental analyses conducted for each alternative. 

Detailed information about these findings will be contained in the Draft Environmental 

Impact Statement (DEIS). The DEIS will discuss the purpose and need; all alternatives 

considered to meet the purpose and need for the project; how and why alternatives were 

eliminated or carried forward for further consideration for environmental analysis in the 

DEIS; the detailed, interdisciplinary evaluation of the environmental impacts that each alter-

native would likely cause; and it will identify conceptual mitigation measures for significant 

impacts to reduce them to levels that are compatible with Federal guidelines. 

Noise has been a major concern expressed by residents in the vicinity of the Airport during 

the Project’s public outreach process.  This newsletter includes an overview of the noise analyses 

conducted for this Project and defines the procedures that were used in the analyses.

The DEIS is scheduled for release in October 2004 and public hearings on the DEIS are 

scheduled for November 16, 17, and 18, 2004 in the Greater Philadelphia Area. The FAA will 

announce the locations and times in October 2004.  An overview of the public review 

process for the DEIS is described in this newsletter.

  

Summary of Analysis to Date

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has identified the Philadelphia International 

Airport as one of the airports contributing to delays throughout the national airport system.  

The Airport is the sixth most delayed airport in the United States.  Delays at the Airport are 

occurring partly because the primary runways are congested, while the secondary runways, 

including Runway 17-35, are underused.  To provide relief from the existing delays as soon 

as feasible, two separate projects have been proposed by the City of Philadelphia. These 

projects include the Runway 17-35 Project, which is the subject of this newsletter and which 

will reduce delays in the short term (2007), and the Capacity Enhancement Program, which 

will reduce delays in the long term (2015). 

Several alternatives were evaluated (“screened”) by the FAA to determine their ability to meet the 

Project’s purpose and need, and to determine if they are reasonable and feasible to implement. 

Five major types of alternatives were considered: 

◗ Greater use of other airports in the region

◗ A new airport

◗ Other modes of transportation, such as automobiles, intercity passenger rail and intercity buses

 Mailing List Additions

If you did not receive this newsletter in the mail, you are not on the mailing list for the Runway 17-35 Extension Project EIS.  To add your 

name, or make a correction, please either email the information below to smcdonald.faa.17-35@vhb.com or fill out this form and mail it to 

the address below:

Susan McDonald, FAA Environmental Protection Specialist

c/o VHB

101 Walnut Street

Watertown, MA 02471-9151

Name              

Address                            

City           State      Zip    

Affiliation             

Phone       E-mail        

Once you are on the mailing list, you will automatically receive information from the FAA regarding the Runway 17-35 Extension Project.
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U.S. Department of Transportation    
Federal Aviation Administration
Harrisburg Airports District Office
3905 Hartzdale Drive, Ste. 508
Camp Hill, PA 17011

This Newsletter Contains 
• Upcoming Public Information  
 Meeting Dates 
• Newsletter Contents 
• Summary of Analysis to Date 
• The DEIS Alternatives  
• Environmental Analysis Categories 
• Summary of the Noise Analysis  
 Process 
• Project Meetings 
• Frequently-Asked-Questions  
• How to Learn More About the  
 Project

 
 Public Information Meetings

Topic:  
Preliminary Findings of the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement*

September 28, 29, & 30, 2004 
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  
Presentation is followed by a  
Question and Answer Session

September 28: 
Paulsboro High School 
Auditorium
670 N. Delaware Street
Paulsboro, NJ 08066-1020
 
September 29:  
Upper Darby High School
Auditorium
601 N. Lansdowne Avenue
Drexel Hill, PA 19026

September 30:  
Mercy Wellness Center
Meeting Room, 2nd Floor
2821 Island Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19153

You can find directions to the above 
locations on the Runway 17-35 
Extension Project EIS web site at:  
 
www.phlrunway17-35eis.com

* The agenda content at each meeting will  
 be the same. For More Information about the Runway 17-35 Extension Project

Please visit the project web site at www.phlrunway17-35eis.com



◗ Demand Management, in which 

administrative or pricing controls are 

used to reduce the number of operations 

at the airport

◗ On-airport infrastructure improvements, 

such as extending Runways 17-35 or  

8-26, and non-runway improvements 

◗ Proven and accepted technology not 

currently in use at the Airport

It was determined in a detailed alternatives 

assessment, which is documented in the 

DEIS, that most of these alternatives are:

◗ Not likely to reduce delay because neither 

the FAA nor the Airport can force 

passengers or airlines to change their 

travel behavior (other airports, other 

transportation modes, pricing controls)

◗ Can not be implemented in the short 

term (2007) (new airport, administra-

tive controls, Runway 8-26 extension, 

advanced technology)

The alternatives that were determined to 

both meet the purpose and need and to be 

implemented in the short term are discussed 

in the section below. 

 The DEIS Alternatives 

The DEIS will address a range of alternatives 

that could reduce existing and forecast delays 

at the Airport in the short term (2007). The 

alternatives being considered for the 

Runway 17-35 Project are the No-Action 

Alternative and two build alternatives. 

These alternatives were presented at public 

meetings hosted by the FAA in May 2004.

No-Action Alternative 
The No-Action Alternative assumes that 

only periodic maintenance and minor 

enhancements needed to maintain safe, 

efficient operations at the Airport would 

occur. The No-Action Alternative serves as the 

basis for comparison in assessing the impacts 

of the other alternatives being considered. 

Alternative 1  
Standard Runway Safety Areas 
Alternative 1 would extend Runway 17-35 

to the north by 640 feet and to the south by 

400 feet from its existing length of 5,460 

feet to a proposed total length of 6,500 feet 

(see Alternative 1 below). A new Runway 

Safety Area, a flat unpaved surface at the 

end of the runway that allows airplanes that 

have overrun the runway to stop safely, 

would extend 1,000 feet beyond the new 

extensions on both ends. Obstructions 

periodically caused by tall shipping vessels 

in the Delaware River channel would be 

avoided by restricting the use of Runway 35 

(south end) for landings when ships are 

present. This would occur on average four 

times per day for 15 minutes. The prelim-

inary results of the analysis indicate that 

Alternative 1 would produce the highest 

reduction in delays.  When compared to the 

No-Action Alternative, Alternative 1 would 

reduce the average annual delay per operation 

by a little over one minute in 2007 and by 

almost 7 minutes in 2015.

Alternative 2 
Engineered Material Arresting System 
(EMAS) and Displaced Threshold
Alternative 2 would extend Runway 17-35 

to the north by 1,140 feet and to the south 

by 400 feet from its existing length of 5,460 

feet to a proposed total length of 7,000 feet. 

A new Runway Safety Area would extend 

500 feet beyond the extension to the north. 

An Engineered Material Arresting System, 

collapsible concrete blocks that stop an 

overrunning aircraft in a shorter distance 

than a standard unpaved safety area, would 

be placed in this Runway Safety Area. A new 

standard Runway Safety Area would extend 

1,000 feet beyond the new extension to the 

Alternative 1

17 END 35 END

Existing Pavement: 5,460 feet
▲

Extend to the north 
1,140 feet
RSA: 500 feet  
(not shown)

Alternative 2

▲

Extend to the south 
400 feet

RSA: 1,000 feet
(not shown)

south. Alternative 2 would accommodate tall 

shipping vessel obstructions on the Delaware 

River by displacing landings from the south 

by 1,444 feet to the north of the unpaved 

runway end at all times and would accom-

modate I-95 by displacing landings from the 

north by 500 feet to the south of the unpaved 

runway end as shown in Alternative 2 below.  

When compared to the No-Action Alterna-

tive, Alternative 2 would reduce the average 

annual delay per operation by less than one 

minute in 2007 and by 4 minutes in 2015.

Both Alternative 1 and Alternative 2 would 

require the relocation of approximately 

2,500 feet of State Route 291.

Neither Alternative 1 nor Alternative 2 

would result in significant changes in 

aircraft flight tracks. 

 Summary of the Noise  
 Analysis Process

The noise analysis for the Runway 17-35 

Extension Project EIS was conducted in 

accordance with FAA regulations and the 

National Environmental Policy Act. The 

noise analysis was based upon the Day-Night 

Average Sound Level (DNL) noise measure 

using the procedures outlined in FAA 

Environmental Orders 1050.1E and 5050.4A. 

Existing and future aircraft noise levels at 

the Airport were analyzed by evaluating 

noise contours, which are continuous lines 

of equal noise level usually drawn around a 

noise source. Noise contours are usually 

drawn to show the DNL 65, 70, and 75 

decibel (dB) contours in 5 dB increments.  

The noise contours were developed and 

evaluated using the FAA’s Integrated Noise 

Model, a computer program developed, 

updated, and maintained by the FAA to 

evaluate aircraft noise exposure in the 

vicinity of airports.  FAA EISs typically 

show contours at DNL 65 because this is the 

Federal government’s land use standard for 

airport-compatible noise sensitive land uses 

such as housing, schools, or churches. 

FAA defines a “significant” noise impact as a 

DNL 1.5 dB noise increase over a noise 

sensitive land use located in the DNL 65 dB 

or higher noise contour when comparing 

the future build scenario to the future no 

build scenario. 

 Project Meetings

The FAA has held several public information 

meetings throughout the Project to give the 

public the opportunity to ask questions 

and to provide input on the Project.  Public 

scoping meetings were held in August 2003. 

Public information meetings were held in 

April 2004 on how the airport operates. In 

May 2004, public meetings were held on 

the Project’s purpose and need and 

alternatives analysis process.

Upcoming Public Information Meetings

Public information meetings are scheduled 

on September 28, 29, and 30, 2004 (see 

front page) to present the preliminary 

findings of the DEIS. Formal comments on 

the Project will be accepted during the 

DEIS public review period.

DEIS Public Review Period

After the release of the DEIS in October 

2004, the public review period of the DEIS 

begins.  The public review period occurs 

for at least 45 days during which the public 

has the opportunity to review the DEIS and 

submit formal comments to the FAA.  

The public will have the opportunity to 

comment on the DEIS by submitting 

written comments to the FAA during the 

public review period and by submitting 

written or oral comments at the public 

hearings in November 2004.  All comments 

received during the public review period 

will be considered and included in the EIS 

legal record.  Substantive comments 

received during the public review period 

and FAA’s responses to these comments will 

be included in the Final EIS.

DEIS Public Hearing Dates

The DEIS public hearings, which will 

provide an opportunity for the public to 

learn about the proposed project and 

provide oral or written comments on the 

DEIS, are scheduled for November 16, 17, 

and 18, 2004.  Notice of the public hearing 

locations will be sent to those on the project 

mailing list and will be posted on the project 

web site (www.phlrunway17-35eis.com) in 

October 2004.  To be added to the mailing 

list, please either complete the form on the 

back page of this newsletter and send it to 

the address indicated on the form or visit the 

project web site (www.phlrunway17-35eis.

com) and complete the Mailing List form 

under Public Outreach. 

 

 Frequently-Asked- 
 Questions

A list of frequently-asked-questions relating 

to the project’s purpose and need, alter-

natives analysis process, environmental 

concerns, airport operations, airport delays, 

and flight procedures have been compiled 

and are available on the project web site 

at www.phlrunway17-35eis.com under 

“Public Outreach”.

 
Environmental Analysis Categories
The DEIS provides an analysis of the environmental effects of each alternative by comparing 

the environmental conditions resulting from each alternative to the No-Action Alterna-

tive conditions.  The environmental categories that are analyzed in the DEIS include:

 

P Air Quality    

P Impacts During Construction (i.e., noise, dust)  

P Environmental Justice (impacts to low income and minority populations)

P Fish, Wildlife, and Plants including Threatened and Endangered Species

P Hazardous Materials and Solid Waste

P Historic, Architectural, Archaeological and Cultural Resources  

P Noise   

P Parks, Refuges, Public Recreation Areas, Residences, and other Sensitive Land Uses

P Secondary and Cumulative Impacts

P Socioeconomic and Social Impacts

P Surface Transportation 

P Wetlands, Water Quality, and Floodplains

17 END 35 END

Existing Pavement: 5,460 feet
▲

Extend to the north 
640 feet
RSA: 1,000 feet 
(not shown)

▲

Extend to the south 
400 feet

RSA: 1,000 feet
(not shown)

Displace landing threshold 
for I-95: 500 feet

Displace landing threshold 
for ships: 1,444 feet

Glossary

RSA Runway Safety Area

u uu u



◗ Demand Management, in which 

administrative or pricing controls are 

used to reduce the number of operations 

at the airport

◗ On-airport infrastructure improvements, 

such as extending Runways 17-35 or  

8-26, and non-runway improvements 

◗ Proven and accepted technology not 

currently in use at the Airport

It was determined in a detailed alternatives 

assessment, which is documented in the 

DEIS, that most of these alternatives are:

◗ Not likely to reduce delay because neither 

the FAA nor the Airport can force 

passengers or airlines to change their 

travel behavior (other airports, other 

transportation modes, pricing controls)

◗ Can not be implemented in the short 

term (2007) (new airport, administra-

tive controls, Runway 8-26 extension, 

advanced technology)

The alternatives that were determined to 

both meet the purpose and need and to be 

implemented in the short term are discussed 

in the section below. 

 The DEIS Alternatives 

The DEIS will address a range of alternatives 

that could reduce existing and forecast delays 

at the Airport in the short term (2007). The 

alternatives being considered for the 

Runway 17-35 Project are the No-Action 

Alternative and two build alternatives. 

These alternatives were presented at public 

meetings hosted by the FAA in May 2004.

No-Action Alternative 
The No-Action Alternative assumes that 

only periodic maintenance and minor 

enhancements needed to maintain safe, 

efficient operations at the Airport would 

occur. The No-Action Alternative serves as the 

basis for comparison in assessing the impacts 

of the other alternatives being considered. 

Alternative 1  
Standard Runway Safety Areas 
Alternative 1 would extend Runway 17-35 

to the north by 640 feet and to the south by 

400 feet from its existing length of 5,460 

feet to a proposed total length of 6,500 feet 

(see Alternative 1 below). A new Runway 

Safety Area, a flat unpaved surface at the 

end of the runway that allows airplanes that 

have overrun the runway to stop safely, 

would extend 1,000 feet beyond the new 

extensions on both ends. Obstructions 

periodically caused by tall shipping vessels 

in the Delaware River channel would be 

avoided by restricting the use of Runway 35 

(south end) for landings when ships are 

present. This would occur on average four 

times per day for 15 minutes. The prelim-

inary results of the analysis indicate that 

Alternative 1 would produce the highest 

reduction in delays.  When compared to the 

No-Action Alternative, Alternative 1 would 

reduce the average annual delay per operation 

by a little over one minute in 2007 and by 

almost 7 minutes in 2015.

Alternative 2 
Engineered Material Arresting System 
(EMAS) and Displaced Threshold
Alternative 2 would extend Runway 17-35 

to the north by 1,140 feet and to the south 

by 400 feet from its existing length of 5,460 

feet to a proposed total length of 7,000 feet. 

A new Runway Safety Area would extend 

500 feet beyond the extension to the north. 

An Engineered Material Arresting System, 

collapsible concrete blocks that stop an 

overrunning aircraft in a shorter distance 

than a standard unpaved safety area, would 

be placed in this Runway Safety Area. A new 

standard Runway Safety Area would extend 

1,000 feet beyond the new extension to the 

Alternative 1

17 END 35 END

Existing Pavement: 5,460 feet
▲

Extend to the north 
1,140 feet
RSA: 500 feet  
(not shown)

Alternative 2

▲

Extend to the south 
400 feet

RSA: 1,000 feet
(not shown)

south. Alternative 2 would accommodate tall 

shipping vessel obstructions on the Delaware 

River by displacing landings from the south 

by 1,444 feet to the north of the unpaved 

runway end at all times and would accom-

modate I-95 by displacing landings from the 

north by 500 feet to the south of the unpaved 

runway end as shown in Alternative 2 below.  

When compared to the No-Action Alterna-

tive, Alternative 2 would reduce the average 

annual delay per operation by less than one 

minute in 2007 and by 4 minutes in 2015.

Both Alternative 1 and Alternative 2 would 

require the relocation of approximately 

2,500 feet of State Route 291.

Neither Alternative 1 nor Alternative 2 

would result in significant changes in 

aircraft flight tracks. 

 Summary of the Noise  
 Analysis Process

The noise analysis for the Runway 17-35 

Extension Project EIS was conducted in 

accordance with FAA regulations and the 

National Environmental Policy Act. The 

noise analysis was based upon the Day-Night 

Average Sound Level (DNL) noise measure 

using the procedures outlined in FAA 

Environmental Orders 1050.1E and 5050.4A. 

Existing and future aircraft noise levels at 

the Airport were analyzed by evaluating 

noise contours, which are continuous lines 

of equal noise level usually drawn around a 

noise source. Noise contours are usually 

drawn to show the DNL 65, 70, and 75 

decibel (dB) contours in 5 dB increments.  

The noise contours were developed and 

evaluated using the FAA’s Integrated Noise 

Model, a computer program developed, 

updated, and maintained by the FAA to 

evaluate aircraft noise exposure in the 

vicinity of airports.  FAA EISs typically 

show contours at DNL 65 because this is the 

Federal government’s land use standard for 

airport-compatible noise sensitive land uses 

such as housing, schools, or churches. 

FAA defines a “significant” noise impact as a 

DNL 1.5 dB noise increase over a noise 

sensitive land use located in the DNL 65 dB 

or higher noise contour when comparing 

the future build scenario to the future no 

build scenario. 

 Project Meetings

The FAA has held several public information 

meetings throughout the Project to give the 

public the opportunity to ask questions 

and to provide input on the Project.  Public 

scoping meetings were held in August 2003. 

Public information meetings were held in 

April 2004 on how the airport operates. In 

May 2004, public meetings were held on 

the Project’s purpose and need and 

alternatives analysis process.

Upcoming Public Information Meetings

Public information meetings are scheduled 

on September 28, 29, and 30, 2004 (see 

front page) to present the preliminary 

findings of the DEIS. Formal comments on 

the Project will be accepted during the 

DEIS public review period.

DEIS Public Review Period

After the release of the DEIS in October 

2004, the public review period of the DEIS 

begins.  The public review period occurs 

for at least 45 days during which the public 

has the opportunity to review the DEIS and 

submit formal comments to the FAA.  

The public will have the opportunity to 

comment on the DEIS by submitting 

written comments to the FAA during the 

public review period and by submitting 

written or oral comments at the public 

hearings in November 2004.  All comments 

received during the public review period 

will be considered and included in the EIS 

legal record.  Substantive comments 

received during the public review period 

and FAA’s responses to these comments will 

be included in the Final EIS.

DEIS Public Hearing Dates

The DEIS public hearings, which will 

provide an opportunity for the public to 

learn about the proposed project and 

provide oral or written comments on the 

DEIS, are scheduled for November 16, 17, 

and 18, 2004.  Notice of the public hearing 

locations will be sent to those on the project 

mailing list and will be posted on the project 

web site (www.phlrunway17-35eis.com) in 

October 2004.  To be added to the mailing 

list, please either complete the form on the 

back page of this newsletter and send it to 

the address indicated on the form or visit the 

project web site (www.phlrunway17-35eis.

com) and complete the Mailing List form 

under Public Outreach. 

 

 Frequently-Asked- 
 Questions

A list of frequently-asked-questions relating 

to the project’s purpose and need, alter-

natives analysis process, environmental 

concerns, airport operations, airport delays, 

and flight procedures have been compiled 

and are available on the project web site 

at www.phlrunway17-35eis.com under 

“Public Outreach”.

 
Environmental Analysis Categories
The DEIS provides an analysis of the environmental effects of each alternative by comparing 

the environmental conditions resulting from each alternative to the No-Action Alterna-

tive conditions.  The environmental categories that are analyzed in the DEIS include:

 

P Air Quality    

P Impacts During Construction (i.e., noise, dust)  

P Environmental Justice (impacts to low income and minority populations)

P Fish, Wildlife, and Plants including Threatened and Endangered Species

P Hazardous Materials and Solid Waste

P Historic, Architectural, Archaeological and Cultural Resources  

P Noise   

P Parks, Refuges, Public Recreation Areas, Residences, and other Sensitive Land Uses

P Secondary and Cumulative Impacts

P Socioeconomic and Social Impacts

P Surface Transportation 

P Wetlands, Water Quality, and Floodplains

17 END 35 END

Existing Pavement: 5,460 feet
▲

Extend to the north 
640 feet
RSA: 1,000 feet 
(not shown)

▲

Extend to the south 
400 feet

RSA: 1,000 feet
(not shown)

Displace landing threshold 
for I-95: 500 feet

Displace landing threshold 
for ships: 1,444 feet

Glossary

RSA Runway Safety Area

u uu u
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PHILADELPHIA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT: Environmental Impact Statement

Newsletter Contents

This newsletter includes a brief summary of the alternatives being considered to reduce 

delay at the Philadelphia International Airport in the short term.  Also included is a prelimi-

nary summary of the findings of the environmental analyses conducted for each alternative. 

Detailed information about these findings will be contained in the Draft Environmental 

Impact Statement (DEIS). The DEIS will discuss the purpose and need; all alternatives 

considered to meet the purpose and need for the project; how and why alternatives were 

eliminated or carried forward for further consideration for environmental analysis in the 

DEIS; the detailed, interdisciplinary evaluation of the environmental impacts that each alter-

native would likely cause; and it will identify conceptual mitigation measures for significant 

impacts to reduce them to levels that are compatible with Federal guidelines. 

Noise has been a major concern expressed by residents in the vicinity of the Airport during 

the Project’s public outreach process.  This newsletter includes an overview of the noise analyses 

conducted for this Project and defines the procedures that were used in the analyses.

The DEIS is scheduled for release in October 2004 and public hearings on the DEIS are 

scheduled for November 16, 17, and 18, 2004 in the Greater Philadelphia Area. The FAA will 

announce the locations and times in October 2004.  An overview of the public review 

process for the DEIS is described in this newsletter.

  

Summary of Analysis to Date

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has identified the Philadelphia International 

Airport as one of the airports contributing to delays throughout the national airport system.  

The Airport is the sixth most delayed airport in the United States.  Delays at the Airport are 

occurring partly because the primary runways are congested, while the secondary runways, 

including Runway 17-35, are underused.  To provide relief from the existing delays as soon 

as feasible, two separate projects have been proposed by the City of Philadelphia. These 

projects include the Runway 17-35 Project, which is the subject of this newsletter and which 

will reduce delays in the short term (2007), and the Capacity Enhancement Program, which 

will reduce delays in the long term (2015). 

Several alternatives were evaluated (“screened”) by the FAA to determine their ability to meet the 

Project’s purpose and need, and to determine if they are reasonable and feasible to implement. 

Five major types of alternatives were considered: 

◗ Greater use of other airports in the region

◗ A new airport

◗ Other modes of transportation, such as automobiles, intercity passenger rail and intercity buses

 Mailing List Additions

If you did not receive this newsletter in the mail, you are not on the mailing list for the Runway 17-35 Extension Project EIS.  To add your 

name, or make a correction, please either email the information below to smcdonald.faa.17-35@vhb.com or fill out this form and mail it to 

the address below:

Susan McDonald, FAA Environmental Protection Specialist

c/o VHB

101 Walnut Street

Watertown, MA 02471-9151

Name              

Address                            

City           State      Zip    

Affiliation             

Phone       E-mail        

Once you are on the mailing list, you will automatically receive information from the FAA regarding the Runway 17-35 Extension Project.

pr
in

te
d 

on
 re

cy
cle

d 
pa

pe
r

U.S. Department of Transportation    
Federal Aviation Administration
Harrisburg Airports District Office
3905 Hartzdale Drive, Ste. 508
Camp Hill, PA 17011

This Newsletter Contains 
• Upcoming Public Information  
 Meeting Dates 
• Newsletter Contents 
• Summary of Analysis to Date 
• The DEIS Alternatives  
• Environmental Analysis Categories 
• Summary of the Noise Analysis  
 Process 
• Project Meetings 
• Frequently-Asked-Questions  
• How to Learn More About the  
 Project

 
 Public Information Meetings

Topic:  
Preliminary Findings of the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement*

September 28, 29, & 30, 2004 
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  
Presentation is followed by a  
Question and Answer Session

September 28: 
Paulsboro High School 
Auditorium
670 N. Delaware Street
Paulsboro, NJ 08066-1020
 
September 29:  
Upper Darby High School
Auditorium
601 N. Lansdowne Avenue
Drexel Hill, PA 19026

September 30:  
Mercy Wellness Center
Meeting Room, 2nd Floor
2821 Island Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19153

You can find directions to the above 
locations on the Runway 17-35 
Extension Project EIS web site at:  
 
www.phlrunway17-35eis.com

* The agenda content at each meeting will  
 be the same. For More Information about the Runway 17-35 Extension Project

Please visit the project web site at www.phlrunway17-35eis.com



 Philadelphia International Airport  
Runway 17-35 Extension Project 
Environmental Impact Statement 

Public Information Meetings 
September 28, 29, and 30, 2004

  
 
 

 
Public Input Form 

 
The input provided on this form will provide the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) team important 
information about the public’s concerns and questions on the Philadelphia International Airport EIS 
Runway 17-35 Extension Project.   
 
Please also complete the meeting survey on the other side.  This will help the EIS team to meet your 
needs better in future public information meetings.  Thank you for participating. 
 
Input:             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             

Additional Page Included □ Yes  □ No 
 

Please drop off this form at the sign in table before you leave the meeting or mail this form to the 
following address: 

 
Susan McDonald, FAA Environmental Protection Specialist 

c/o VHB 
101 Walnut Street 

PO Box 9151 
Watertown, MA 02471-9151 
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Public Information Meetings 
September 28, 29, and 30, 2004

 
 
 

Mailing List Addition 
 
 
Name:             
 
Address:             
 
City:              
 
State:         Zip Code:       
 
E-mail Address:            
 
Phone Number:           

 
Meeting Survey 

 
Please circle the best answer.  1 – Excellent to 5 – Poor 

 
1. How would you rank this meeting location?  1 2 3 4 5 
2. How would you rank the presenters?  1 2 3 4 5 
3. How would you rank the facilitator?  1 2 3 4 5 
4. How would you rank the information you 

received at these meetings?   1 2 3 4 5 
5. How would you rank the advertisement for 

these meetings?    1 2 3 4 5 
 
6. In your opinion, what can be done to make the meetings better?     

 
            

 
7. Do you have suggestions for the locations of future meetings?   □ Yes  □ No 

 
If so, please list them.          

 
8. How did you learn about these meetings?       

 
9. What do you think are the best ways to notify people interested in attending these meetings? 

 
             
 
Other Comments:           
 
             



Legal Ad 
 

Philadelphia International Airport Runway 17-35 Extension Project  
Release of Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Public Hearings  

 
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has released a Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) for the proposed Runway 17-35 Extension Project at the Philadelphia 
International Airport.  The DEIS contains information on the purpose of and need for the 
proposed project; the range of reasonable alternatives considered; a description of the alternatives 
evaluated in detail in the DEIS; and an evaluation of the environmental consequences of the 
proposed project.  In addition to the No-Action Alternative, the DEIS evaluates two alternatives 
which would extend existing Runway 17-35 in order to reduce delay in the short-term.  A 
preferred alternative has not been identified at this time. 
 
FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments concerning the scope and content of 
the DEIS.  Comments should be as specific as possible and address the analysis of potential 
environmental impacts and the adequacy of the proposed action or merits of alternatives and the 
mitigation being considered.  Reviewers should organize their participation so that it is 
meaningful and makes the agency aware of the viewer’s interests and concerns using quotations 
and other specific references to the text of the DEIS and related documents.  Matters that could 
have been raised with specificity during the comment period on the DEIS may not be considered 
if they are raised later in the decision process.  This commenting procedure is intended to ensure 
that substantive comments and concerns are made available to the FAA in a timely manner so 
that the FAA has an opportunity to address them. 
 
The DEIS is available for review on the internet site (www.PHLrunway17-35eis.com) and at 
libraries in the study area.  Comments can be submitted through the web site, or submitted by 
mail to Susan McDonald (FAA Environmental Protection Specialist, c/o VHB, 101 Walnut Street, 
Watertown, MA 02471) or emailed to smcdonald.faa.17-35@vhb.com.  Comments must be 
received by December 1, 2004 in order to be considered.  
 
Public hearings on the DEIS have been scheduled for November 16 (West Deptford High School, 
1600 Crown Point Road, Westville, NJ), November 17 (Brandywine High School, 1400 Foulk 
Road, Wilmington, DE), and November 18 (Eastwick at the Meadows, 6630 Lindbergh 
Boulevard, Philadelphia, PA).  Written notification of the place and time of each hearing will be 
sent to all interested parties, and will be posted on the project website as well as advertised in 
local newspapers.  Written and verbal comments will be accepted at the public hearings. 
 
 







 
 

 
Philadelphia International Airport 
Runway 17-35 Extension Project 
Environmental Impact Statement 

CORRECTION 
 
 

 

Please note that the Runway 17-35 Extension 
Project public hearing dates were incorrectly stated 
on the announcement that accompanied the copy 
of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(DEIS) that you received.  Please note below the 
correct public hearing dates.  We apologize for any 
inconvenience this may have caused.  We look 
forward to seeing you at these public hearings. 
 
November 16, 17, & 18, 2004 
 
Open Display of Information Boards:  5 to 7 p.m. 
Public Hearing:  7 to 9 p.m. 

Locations:  
West Deptford High School (November 16) 
Auditorium 
1600 Crown Point Road 
Westville, NJ  

  
Brandywine High School (November 17) 
1400 Foulk Road 
Wilmington, DE  

  
Eastwick at the Meadows (November 18) 
6630 Lindbergh Boulevard 
Philadelphia, PA  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
                       Philadelphia International Airport 
                         Runway 17-35 Extension Project 
                        Environmental Impact Statement 
 
 

CORRECTION 
 
 
Please note that the Runway 17-35 Extension 
Project public hearing dates were incorrectly stated 
on the announcement that accompanied the copy 
of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(DEIS) that you received.  Please note below the 
correct public hearing dates.  We apologize for any 
inconvenience this may have caused.  We look 
forward to seeing you at these public hearings. 
 
November 16, 17, & 18, 2004 
 
Open Display of Information Boards:  5 to 7 p.m. 
Public Hearing:  7 to 9 p.m. 
 

 
Locations:  
West Deptford High School (November 16) 
Auditorium 
1600 Crown Point Road 
Westville, NJ  

  
Brandywine High School (November 17) 
1400 Foulk Road 
Wilmington, DE  

  
Eastwick at the Meadows (November 18) 
6630 Lindbergh Boulevard 
Philadelphia, PA



 
Susan McDonald 
FAA Protection Specialist 
c/o VHB 
101 Walnut Street 
Watertown, MA 02472 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
**Correction of Runway 17-35 Extension Project Public Hearing Dates** 

**Please see other side** 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Susan McDonald 
FAA Protection Specialist 
c/o VHB 
101 Walnut Street 
Watertown, MA 02472 
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**Please see other side** 
 



Meeting Notice for November 2004 Public Hearings 
 

Prepared by VHB (10-20-04) 
 

 
 

Public Hearings for the Philadelphia International Airport  
Runway 17-35 Extension Project 
Environmental Impact Statement 

 
 
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) will be holding four sets of an information 
session and a public hearing on the Runway 17-35 Extension Project Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) on November 15, 16, 17, and 18, 2004.   

The information session will be held from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. each night during which 
you will be able to view display boards that show the results of the analyses which are 
reported in the DEIS.  The information session will be your opportunity to review material 
and to ask questions of the EIS team. 

The public hearing will be held from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. each night during which you will 
have the opportunity to comment on the Project for the formal public record. The EIS 
team will be present to hear your comments but will not be answering questions.  Written 
comments will also be accepted at the public hearings. 
 
The DEIS is available for review on the web site (www.phlrunway17-35eis.com) and at 
libraries in the study area.  Comments can be submitted through the web site, or 
submitted by mail to Susan McDonald (FAA Environmental Protection Specialist, c/o 
VHB, 101 Walnut Street, Watertown, MA 02471) or emailed to smcdonald.faa.17-
35@vhb.com.  Comments must be received by December 1, 2004 in order to be 
considered.  

The public hearings will be held at the following locations:  

• November 15, 2004 – Ridley Community Center, Auditorium, 801 Morton Avenue, 
Folsom, PA  

• November 16, 2004 – West Deptford High School, Auditorium, 1600 Crown Point 
Road, Westville, NJ 

• November 17, 2004 - Brandywine High School, Auditorium, 1400 Foulk Road, 
Wilmington, DE 

• November 18, 2004 -  Eastwick at the Meadows, 6630 Lindbergh Boulevard, 
Philadelphia, PA 

PLEASE NOTE: Arrangements can be made for individuals or others in need of special 
assistance who would like to attend the meetings by contacting Jennifer Price at (215) 
751-1400. Requests can also be e-mailed to Jennifer.Price@CHPlanning.com. 
Requests should be made at least five business days before the meeting you would like 
to attend. 
 
For more information, please visit the Runway 17-35 Extension Project EIS web site 
(www.phlrunway17-35eis.com) or contact Susan McDonald, FAA Environmental 
Protection Specialist, c/o VHB, 101 Walnut Street, PO Box 9151, Watertown, MA 02471-
9151, smcdonald.faa.17-35@vhb.com. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
November 2004 
 
Dear Elected or Appointed Official: 
 
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has prepared a Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) which evaluates the potential impacts of the Runway 17-35 Extension 
Project at the Philadelphia International Airport.  The City of Philadelphia, owner and operator 
of the airport, is proposing the project to alleviate delays in the short term at the Airport.  The 
FAA will be holding four sets of an information session and a public hearing on the DEIS on 
November 15, 16, 17, and 18, 2004.   
 
The information session will be held from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. during which you will be able to 
view display boards that show the results of the analyses which are reported in the DEIS.  The 
information session will be your opportunity to review material and to ask questions of the EIS 
team. The display boards at each meeting will be the same. 

The public hearing will be held from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. each night during which you will have the 
opportunity to comment on the Project for the formal public record. The EIS team will be 
present to hear your comments but will not be answering questions.  Written comments will 
also be accepted at the public hearings. 

We invite you and your staff to join us at these information sessions and hearings. We would 
appreciate it if you and/or your staff members identify yourselves when you sign in so that we 
can make sure you speak to the appropriate EIS team member to address any questions you 
might have about this project. 
 
The DEIS is available for review on the web site (www.phlrunway17-35eis.com) under “What’s 
New” and at libraries in the study area.  Comments can be submitted through the web site, or 
submitted by mail to Susan McDonald (FAA Environmental Protection Specialist, c/o VHB, 
101 Walnut Street, Watertown, MA 02471) or emailed to smcdonald.faa.17-35@vhb.com.  
Comments must be received by December 1, 2004 in order to be considered. 
 
For more information, please visit the Runway 17-35 Extension Project EIS web site 
(www.phlrunway17-35eis.com). 
 
We look forward to seeing you at these hearings. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Susan McDonald, FAA Environmental Protection Specialist 
c/o VHB 
101 Walnut Street 
PO Box 9151 
Watertown, MA 02471-9151 
Email: smcdonald.faa.17-35@vhb.com     

Philadelphia International Airport  
Runway 17-35 Extension Project 
Environmental Impact Statement  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Hearings 
 
 
 
Topic:  Draft Environmental Impact Statement* 
 
Dates:  November 15, 16, 17, and 18, 2004  
 
Time:  5 p.m. to 7 p.m. (Information Session) 

7 p.m. to 9 p.m. (Public Hearing) 
 
Locations**:  

Ridley Community Center (November 15)  
Auditorium 
801 Morton Avenue 
Folsom, PA 19033 

 
West Deptford High School (November 16) 
Auditorium 
1600 Crown Point Road 
Westville, NJ  

  
Brandywine High School (November 17) 
Auditorium 
1400 Foulk Road 
Wilmington, DE  

  
Eastwick at the Meadows (November 18) 
6630 Lindbergh Boulevard 
Philadelphia, PA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
* The display boards at each meeting will be the same. 
**You can find directions to the above locations on the Runway 17-35 Extension Project EIS web site 
(www.phlrunway17-35eis.com). 

Philadelphia International Airport  
Runway 17-35 Extension Project 
Environmental Impact Statement  



 

 
 
November 2004 
 
Dear Religious Leader: 
 
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has prepared a Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) which evaluates the potential impacts of the Runway 17-35 Extension 
Project at the Philadelphia International Airport.  The City of Philadelphia, owner and 
operator of the airport, is proposing the project to alleviate delays in the short term at the 
Airport.  The FAA will be holding four sets of an information session and a public hearing 
on the DEIS on November 15, 16, 17, and 18, 2004.   
 
The information session will be held from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. during which you will be able 
to view display boards that show the results of the analyses which are reported in the 
DEIS.  The information session will be your opportunity to review material and to ask 
questions of the EIS team. The display boards at each meeting will be the same. 

The public hearing will be held from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. each night during which you will 
have the opportunity to comment on the Project for the formal public record. The EIS 
team will be present to hear your comments but will not be answering questions.  Written 
comments will also be accepted at the public hearings. 

We invite you and your congregation to join us at these information sessions and 
hearings. We would appreciate it if you could let your congregation know about the 
upcoming hearings described below and on the enclosed flyer.   
 
The DEIS is available for review on the web site (www.phlrunway17-35eis.com) under 
“What’s New” and at libraries in the study area.  Comments can be submitted through 
the web site, or submitted by mail to Susan McDonald (FAA Environmental Protection 
Specialist, c/o VHB, 101 Walnut Street, Watertown, MA 02471) or emailed to 
smcdonald.faa.17-35@vhb.com.  Comments must be received by December 1, 2004 in 
order to be considered. 
 
For more information, please visit the Runway 17-35 Extension Project EIS web site 
(www.phlrunway17-35eis.com). 
 
We look forward to seeing you at these hearings. 
 
Sincerely, 
Susan McDonald, FAA Environmental Protection Specialist 
c/o VHB 
101 Walnut Street 
PO Box 9151 
Watertown, MA 02471-9151 
Email: smcdonald.faa.17-35@vhb.com    

Philadelphia International Airport  
Runway 17-35 Extension Project 
Environmental Impact Statement  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Hearings 
 
 
 
Topic:  Draft Environmental Impact Statement* 
 
Dates:  November 15, 16, 17, and 18, 2004  
 
Time:  5 p.m. to 7 p.m. (Information Session) 

7 p.m. to 9 p.m. (Public Hearing) 
 
Locations**:  

Ridley Community Center (November 15)  
Auditorium 
801 Morton Avenue 
Folsom, PA 19033 

 
West Deptford High School (November 16) 
Auditorium 
1600 Crown Point Road 
Westville, NJ  

  
Brandywine High School (November 17) 
Auditorium 
1400 Foulk Road 
Wilmington, DE  

  
Eastwick at the Meadows (November 18) 
6630 Lindbergh Boulevard 
Philadelphia, PA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
* The display boards at each meeting will be the same. 
**You can find directions to the above locations on the Runway 17-35 Extension Project EIS web 
site (www.phlrunway17-35eis.com). 
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Public Hearings 
 
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) will be holding four sets of an information session and a 
public hearing on the Runway 17-35 Extension Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) 
on November 15, 16, 17, and 18, 2004.   

The information session will be held from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. each night during which you will be able to 
view display boards that show the results of the analyses which are reported in the DEIS.  The 
information session will be your opportunity to review material and to ask questions of the EIS team. 

The public hearing session will be held from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. each night during which you will have the 
opportunity to comment on the Project for the formal public record. The EIS team will be present to hear 
your comments but will not be answering questions.  Written comments will also be accepted at the 
public hearings. 
 
The DEIS is available for review on the web site (www.phlrunway17-35eis.com) and at libraries in the 
study area.  Comments can be submitted through the web site, or submitted by mail to Susan 
McDonald (FAA Environmental Protection Specialist, c/o VHB, 101 Walnut Street, Watertown, MA 
02471) or emailed to smcdonald.faa.17-35@vhb.com.  Comments must be received by December 1, 
2004 in order to be considered.  
 
Topic:   Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
 
Dates:   November 15, 16, 17, and 18, 2004  
 
Time:  5 p.m. to 7 p.m. (Information Session) 

7 p.m. to 9 p.m. (Public Hearing) 
 
Locations:  Ridley Community Center (November 15)  

Auditorium 
801 Morton Avenue 
Folsom, PA 19033 

 
West Deptford High School (November 16) 
Auditorium 
1600 Crown Point Road 
Westville, NJ  

  
Brandywine High School (November 17) 
Auditorium 
1400 Foulk Road 
Wilmington, DE  

  
Eastwick at the Meadows (November 18) 
6630 Lindbergh Boulevard 
Philadelphia, PA  

 
PLEASE NOTE: Arrangements can be made for individuals or others in need of special assistance who 
would like to attend the meetings by contacting Jennifer Price at (215) 751-1400. Requests can also be 
e-mailed to Jennifer.Price@CHPlanning.com. Requests should be made at least five business days 
before the meeting you would like to attend. 

 
For more information, please visit the Project web site at  

www.phlrunway17-35eis.com  
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Philadelphia International Airport 

                    Runway 17-35 Extension Project 
                              Environmental Impact Statement

 
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) will be 
holding four sets of an information session and a public 
hearing on the Runway 17-35 Extension Project Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) on  
November 15, 16, 17, and 18, 2004.   

The information session will be held from 5 p.m. to  
7 p.m. each night during which you will be able to view 
display boards that show the results of the analyses 
which are reported in the DEIS.  The information session 
will be your opportunity to review material and to ask 
questions of the EIS team. 

The public hearing will be held from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
each night during which you will have the opportunity to 

comment on the Project for the formal public record. 
The EIS team will be present to hear your comments 
but will not be answering questions. Written comments 
will also be accepted at the public hearings. 
 
The DEIS is available for review on the web site 
(www.phlrunway17-35eis.com) under “What’s New” 
and at libraries in the study area.  Comments can be 
submitted through the web site, submitted by mail to 
Susan McDonald (FAA Environmental Protection 
Specialist, c/o VHB, 101 Walnut Street, Watertown, 
MA 02471-9151), or emailed to smcdonald.faa.17-
35@vhb.com.  Comments must be received by 
December 1, 2004 in order to be considered.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 Philadelphia International Airport 

                    Runway 17-35 Extension Project 
                              Environmental Impact Statement

 
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) will be 
holding four sets of an information session and a public 
hearing on the Runway 17-35 Extension Project Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) on  
November 15, 16, 17, and 18, 2004.   

The information session will be held from 5 p.m. to  
7 p.m. each night during which you will be able to view 
display boards that show the results of the analyses 
which are reported in the DEIS.  The information session 
will be your opportunity to review material and to ask 
questions of the EIS team. 

The public hearing will be held from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
each night during which you will have the opportunity to 

comment on the Project for the formal public record. 
The EIS team will be present to hear your comments 
but will not be answering questions.  Written 
comments will also be accepted at the public hearings. 
 
The DEIS is available for review on the web site 
(www.phlrunway17-35eis.com) under “What’s New” 
and at libraries in the study area.  Comments can be 
submitted through the web site, submitted by mail to 
Susan McDonald (FAA Environmental Protection 
Specialist, c/o VHB, 101 Walnut Street, Watertown, 
MA 02471-9151), or emailed to smcdonald.faa.17-
35@vhb.com.  Comments must be received by 
December 1, 2004 in order to be considered.  



 
Susan McDonald 
FAA Environmental Protection Specialist 
c/o VHB 
101 Walnut Street 
Watertown, MA 02471-9151 

 
 
 

Runway 17-35 Extension Project Public Hearings 
 
November 15 - Ridley Community Center  
Auditorium, 801 Morton Avenue, Folsom, PA  

November 16 - West Deptford High School  
Auditorium, 1600 Crown Point Road, Westville, NJ  

  
November 17 - Brandywine High School 
Auditorium, 1400 Foulk Road, Wilmington, DE  

  
November 18 - Eastwick at the Meadows  
6630 Lindbergh Boulevard, Philadelphia, PA 
 
*You can find directions to the above locations on the  
Runway 17-35 Extension Project EIS web site  
at www.phlrunway17-35eis.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Susan McDonald 
FAA Environmental Protection Specialist 
c/o VHB 
101 Walnut Street 
Watertown, MA 02471-9151 
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November 17 - Brandywine High School 
Auditorium, 1400 Foulk Road, Wilmington, DE  
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6630 Lindbergh Boulevard, Philadelphia, PA 
 
*You can find directions to the above locations on the  
Runway 17-35 Extension Project EIS web site  
at www.phlrunway17-35eis.com. 

 
 
 



 
Philadelphia International Airport  
Runway 17-35 Extension Project 
Environmental Impact Statement 

Public Hearings 
November 15, 16, 17, and 18, 2004  

 
 

Public Comment Form 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) encourages all interested parties to provide comments 
concerning the scope and content of the DEIS.  Comments should be as specific as possible and 
address the analysis of potential environmental impacts and the adequacy of the proposed action or 
merits of alternatives and the mitigation being considered.  Reviewers should organize their 
participation so that it is meaningful and makes the agency aware of the viewer’s interests and 
concerns using quotations and other specific references to the text of the DEIS and related documents.  
Matters that could have been raised with specificity during the comment period on the DEIS may not be 
considered if they are raised later in the decision process.  This commenting procedure is intended to 
ensure that substantive comments and concerns are made available to the FAA in a timely manner so 
that the FAA has an opportunity to address them. 

Please clearly print your contact information and your comment on the DEIS in the space below.  Space 
is also available on the back page. Please either drop this form off tonight at the sign-in table or mail 
this form to the contact and address listed at the bottom of the back page.  You can also submit your 
comments via email (smcdonald.faa.17-35@vhb.com) or the Project web site (www.phlrunway17-
35eis.com), where the DEIS is available. 
 
Comments must be received by December 1, 2004 in order to be considered. 
 
Thank you for participating. 
 
Name:             
 
Address:             
 
City:              
 
State:         Zip Code:       
 
E-mail Address:            
 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 
 
Comment:            
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 



 
Philadelphia International Airport  
Runway 17-35 Extension Project 
Environmental Impact Statement 

Public Hearings 
November 15, 16, 17, and 18, 2004 

 
 
 
Comment (cont.)           
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
 
Please drop off this form at the sign in table before you leave the hearing or mail this form to the 

following address: 
 

Susan McDonald, FAA Environmental Protection Specialist 
c/o VHB 

101 Walnut Street 
PO Box 9151 

Watertown, MA 02471-9151 
 

Additional Page Included □ Yes  □ No 
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PHILADELPHIA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT: Environmental Impact Statement

Summary of Recent Activities

In October 2004, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) released the Draft Environ-

mental Impact Statement (Draft EIS) for the Runway 17-35 Extension Project at the 

Philadelphia International Airport.  The Draft EIS contains detailed findings of the environ-

mental analyses that were conducted for each alternative. 

The public review period for the Draft EIS was from October 15, 2004 to December 1, 2004 

during which the public had the opportunity to submit comments to the FAA.  The public 

also had the opportunity to provide oral or written comments on the Draft EIS at the public 

hearings, which were held in November 2004.

A total of 240 people attended the public hearings.  

■ November 15 (Ridley Community Center in Folsom, PA) 42 people

■ November 16 (West Deptford High School in Westville, NJ) 95 people

■ November 17 (Brandywine High School in Wilmington, DE) 34 people

■ November 18 (Eastwick at the Meadows in Philadelphia, PA) 69 people

November 18, 2004 Public Hearing at Eastwick at the Meadows: Philadelphia, PA 
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U.S. Department of Transportation    
Federal Aviation Administration
Harrisburg Airports District Office
3905 Hartzdale Drive, Ste. 508
Camp Hill, PA 17011

This Newsletter Contains 
 
• Summary of Recent Activities 
 
• Information on the Release  
 of the Final EIS 
 
• Summary of Comments on  
 the Draft EIS 
 
• What Happens Now?

For More Information about the Runway 17-35 Extension Project

Please visit the project web site at www.phlrunway17-35eis.com

More Information

For more information about the Runway  
17-35 Extension Project, please visit the  
web site at www.phlrunway17-35eis.
com or contact:

Susan McDonald 
FAA Environmental Protection 
Specialist
c/o VHB
101 Walnut Street
PO Box 9151
Watertown, MA 02471-9151
(717) 730-2833
Email: smcdonald.faa.17-35@vhb.com



 Release of the Final  
 Environmental Impact Statement

The FAA plans to release the Runway 17-35 

Extension Project Final Environmental 

Impact Statement (Final EIS) in early 

March 2005.  

The Final EIS will be available on the 

project web site www.phlrunway17-35eis.

com.  An executive summary and a CD of 

the full Final EIS will be sent to those on 

the project’s mailing list and full printed 

sets of the Final EIS will be available at  

area libraries.  

If this newsletter was not sent directly to 

you, you may not be on the project’s 

mailing list.  To be added, either complete 

and mail the form located on the next page 

of this newsletter, send your mailing 

address to smcdonald.faa.17-35@vhb.com, 

or visit the project web site www.phlrun-

way17-35eis.com and complete the Mailing 

List addition form.

 Summary of Draft  
 Environmental Impact  
 Statement Comments

A total of 166 letters were received from 

elected officials, state and federal resource 

agencies, non-profit organizations, local 

businesses, and residents of the Pennsylva-

nia-New Jersey-Delaware region during the 

Draft EIS public review period.  Comments 

were submitted by letter, e-mail, web site, 

and orally at the public hearings.  At the 

four public hearings, 55 people provided 

oral comments.  Appendix A of the Final 

EIS will contain copies of all comments 

received, and provide responses to substan-

tive comments on the Draft EIS.  All 

comments received during the public 

review period have been considered in 

preparing the Final EIS.

  What Happens Now?

To help answer questions of what will 

happen next on the Runway 17-35 Extension 

Project, the following are some frequently-

asked-questions (FAQs). 

What has been happening on the project 

since the Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement (Draft EIS) public review period 

ended on December 1, 2004? 

 

Following the Draft EIS public review 

period, the FAA has carefully considered 

the comments received during the public 

review period and has selected a Preferred 

Alternative.  The Preferred Alternative 

will be announced in the Final EIS. The 

FAA has also been preparing responses to 

the comments on the Draft EIS. 

 

What is the Final Environmental Impact 

Statement (Final EIS)? 

 

The Final EIS is a revised version of the 

Draft EIS that reflects comments received 

and issues raised during the Draft EIS 

public review period and the public hearings. 

Responses to comments on the Draft EIS are 

part of the Final EIS.  The Final EIS provides 

the reasons the FAA selected the Preferred 

Alternative. Mitigation measures, or ways to 

reduce unavoidable environmental impacts 

resulting from the Preferred Alternative, are 

also described in the Final EIS.  The FAA plans 

to release the Final EIS in early March 2005. 

 

How does the FAA select the project’s 

Preferred Alternative? 

 

The FAA selects the project’s Preferred 

Alternative based on review of the informa-

tion presented in the Draft EIS, and on 

comments provided by the public, elected 

officials, and state and federal resource 

agencies.  Other issues considered in the 

selection of the Preferred Alternative are 

each alternative’s environmental impacts 

and effectiveness in meeting the purpose 

and need, which is in this case, reducing 

delay in the short term.      

 

How can I comment on the Final Environ-

mental Impact Statement (Final EIS)? 

 

The FAA will accept comments on the Final 

EIS, and will consider them in the Record 

of Decision (ROD).  If you wish to submit 

a comment on the Final EIS, please submit 

your comment either through mail, email 

or web site at the following: 

 

Susan McDonald,  

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist 

c/o VHB 

101 Walnut Street 

PO Box 9151 

Watertown, MA 02471-9151 

Email: smcdonald.faa.17-35@vhb.com 

Web site: www.phlrunway17-35eis.com 

 

Oral Comments Being Given at November 18, 2004 Public Hearing

Is there a deadline to comment on the 

Final Environmental Impact Statement 

(Final EIS)?

Comments will be accepted up to 30 days 

after publication of the Final EIS. 

 

What happens after the Final Environmental 

Impact Statement (Final EIS)? 

 

Following the release of the Final EIS, the 

FAA will make a decision on the proposed 

action in the Record of Decision (ROD).  

The ROD presents the FAA’s official 

decision on the proposed action, identifies 

applicable mitigation and monitoring 

actions required and may clarify and 

respond to issues raised on the Final EIS.  

 Mailing List Additions

If you did not receive this newsletter in the mail, you are not on the mailing list for the Runway 17-35 Extension Project EIS.  To add your 

name, or make a correction, please either email the information below to smcdonald.faa.17-35@vhb.com or fill out this form and mail it to 

the address below:

Susan McDonald, FAA Environmental Protection Specialist

c/o VHB

101 Walnut Street

PO Box 9151

Watertown, MA 02471-9151

Name              

Address                            

City           State      Zip    

Affiliation             

Phone       E-mail        

Once you are on the mailing list, you will automatically receive information from the FAA regarding the Runway 17-35 Extension Project.

The FAA expects to release the ROD in 

Spring 2005 and will notify the public via 

the project’s web site and area newspapers 

when the ROD is available. 

 

If a build alternative is selected, when is 

construction likely to occur? 

 

If a build alternative is selected, the total 

period for the phased construction of  

the runway and taxiway improvement 

components of the Preferred Alternative 

would be approximately one-and-a-half 

years, beginning in mid-2005 and extending 

through the end of 2006. 
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Alternative.  The Preferred Alternative 

will be announced in the Final EIS. The 
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The Final EIS is a revised version of the 
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PHILADELPHIA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT: Environmental Impact Statement

Summary of Recent Activities

In October 2004, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) released the Draft Environ-

mental Impact Statement (Draft EIS) for the Runway 17-35 Extension Project at the 

Philadelphia International Airport.  The Draft EIS contains detailed findings of the environ-

mental analyses that were conducted for each alternative. 

The public review period for the Draft EIS was from October 15, 2004 to December 1, 2004 

during which the public had the opportunity to submit comments to the FAA.  The public 

also had the opportunity to provide oral or written comments on the Draft EIS at the public 

hearings, which were held in November 2004.

A total of 240 people attended the public hearings.  

■ November 15 (Ridley Community Center in Folsom, PA) 42 people

■ November 16 (West Deptford High School in Westville, NJ) 95 people

■ November 17 (Brandywine High School in Wilmington, DE) 34 people

■ November 18 (Eastwick at the Meadows in Philadelphia, PA) 69 people

November 18, 2004 Public Hearing at Eastwick at the Meadows: Philadelphia, PA 
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U.S. Department of Transportation    
Federal Aviation Administration
Harrisburg Airports District Office
3905 Hartzdale Drive, Ste. 508
Camp Hill, PA 17011

This Newsletter Contains 
 
• Summary of Recent Activities 
 
• Information on the Release  
 of the Final EIS 
 
• Summary of Comments on  
 the Draft EIS 
 
• What Happens Now?

For More Information about the Runway 17-35 Extension Project

Please visit the project web site at www.phlrunway17-35eis.com

More Information

For more information about the Runway  
17-35 Extension Project, please visit the  
web site at www.phlrunway17-35eis.
com or contact:

Susan McDonald 
FAA Environmental Protection 
Specialist
c/o VHB
101 Walnut Street
PO Box 9151
Watertown, MA 02471-9151
(717) 730-2833
Email: smcdonald.faa.17-35@vhb.com
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Appendix D   

 

 
D 
Appendix D: 
Agency Correspondence 
 

 Letter, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation to Philadelphia International Airport, 28 December 2004. 

 Letter, City of Philadelphia, Department of Streets to Federal Aviation Administration, 22 December 2004. 

 Email (Re: Historic Resources), A.D. Marble & Company to Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc., 7 September 2004. 

 Letter, Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission to Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc., 31 August 2004. 

 Letter, Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission to Federal Aviation Administration, Airports District 
Office, 27 August 2004. 

 Letter, Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission to Federal Aviation Administration, Airports District Office, 
17 August 2004. 

 Letter, United States Department of the Interior, Fish & Wildlife Service to A.D. Marble & Company, 29 July 2004. 

 Letter, Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission to Federal Aviation Administration, Airports District 
Office, 13 July 2004. 

 Letter, Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission to Federal Aviation Administration, Airports District 
Office, 1 July 2004. 

 Letter, Delaware State Historical Preservation Office to Federal Aviation Administration, Airports District Office, 
18 June 2004. 

 Letter, Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources to A.D. Marble & Company, 
29 April 2004. 
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Appendix D   

 

 

 Letter, Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission to United States Department of Transportation, Federal 
Aviation Administration, 7 April 2004. 

 Letter, Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission to A.D. Marble & Company, 23 March 2004. 

 Letter, United States Fish & Wildlife Service to A.D. Marble & Company, 17 March 2004. 

 Letter, Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory, Bureau of Forestry to A.D. Marble & Company, 16 March 2004. 

 Letter, Pennsylvania Game Commission to A.D. Marble & Company, 10 March 2004. 

 Letter, United States Department of Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to 
A.D. Marble & Company, 2 March 2004. 

 Letter, United States of Department of Transportation to New Jersey States Historic Preservation Office, 
24 February 2004. 

 Letter, Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources to A.D. Marble & Company, 
9 February 2004. 

 Letter, Pennsylvania Game Commission to A.D. Marble & Company, 5 January 2004. 

 Letter, United States Fish & Wildlife Service, Pennsylvania Field Office to Federal Aviation Administration, 
Airports District Office, 5 September 2003.  

 Interagency Stewardship and Streamlining Agreement for the Philadelphia International Airport Runway 17-35 
Extension Project Environmental Impacts Statement and Permitting and the Capacity Enhancement Program 
Environmental Impacts Statement and Permitting, Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc., 2 September 2003. 

 Statement of Key Points/Guiding Principles for an Interagency Streamlining Agreement for the Philadelphia 
International Airports Environmental Impact Statement and Permitting, Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc., 
24 July 2003.
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 Interagency Stewardship and Streamlining Agreement for the 
Philadelphia International Airport Runway 17-35 Extension Project 

Environmental Impact Statement and Permitting and the  
Capacity Enhancement Program Environmental Impact Statement and 

Permitting 
 
The FAA commits to foster streamlining of the Philadelphia International Airport Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) and permitting processes. As the lead federal agency for these EISs, FAA 
will also ensure environmental protection through a coordinated decisionmaking process with 
our federal, state, and local environmental partners. FAA will also provide excellent information 
and documentation and opportunities to the public to enhance its involvement. 
 
To provide relief from the existing delays as soon as feasible, the proposed improvements to the 
Airport have been divided into two separate projects, the Philadelphia International Airport 
Runway 17-35 Extension Project Environmental Impact Statement and the Philadelphia 
International Airport Capacity Enhancement Program Environmental Impact Statement. It 
appears that the Runway 17-35 Extension Project will generate fewer environmental impacts and 
that the impacts will be of lesser magnitude than the impacts from the Capacity Enhancement 
Program. The EIS and permitting for the Runway 17-35 Project are, therefore, anticipated to be 
completed in a much shorter time frame than the EIS and permitting for the Capacity 
Enhancement Program. We agree to expedite the review of each EIS, as well as the permitting 
decisions and similar decisions for each proposed project.  
 
This Interagency Stewardship and Streamlining Agreement for the Philadelphia International Airport 
Environmental Impact Statements and Permitting is based upon the seven key points that the 
Agency Streamlining Champions previously agreed to during the Philadelphia International 
Airport Streamlining Leadership Conference held in Philadelphia on July 24, 2003. 
 
 
 
Key Point 1. We commit to identify environmental agency priorities and to explore 

opportunities to ensure that the proposed projects incorporate environmental 
protection and stewardship. 

 
Environmental stewardship incorporates protection and enhancement of the natural and human 
environment into the planning, development, operation, and maintenance of transportation 
facilities and services. Environmental protection and stewardship opportunities include, but are 
not limited to, operational best practices, pollution prevention, conservation of natural resources, 
green design/technologies, protection of cultural resources and environmental sustainability. 
 
All agencies signing this agreement are responsible for identifying opportunities to enhance and 
preserve environmental resources in the project areas. They are encouraged to provide 
recommendations at any time during the study to serve as the basis for a more detailed 
implementation plan to be prepared following FAA’s selection of the preferred alternative for 
each proposed project. Because of their expertise in airport construction and operations, the EIS 
Project Team (FAA, its EIS consultant, and the Airport Sponsor) will review and identify 
measures that may adversely affect the construction and operation of on-airport facilities.  
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 Interagency Stewardship and Streamlining Agreement for the 
Philadelphia International Airport Runway 17-35 Extension Project 

Environmental Impact Statement and Permitting and the  
Capacity Enhancement Program Environmental Impact Statement and 

Permitting 
 
 
Key Point 2. We commit to identify our individual roles, responsibilities and statutory 

authority for these proposed projects. 
 
We recognize our specific roles and responsibilities derived from the statutory authority granted 
to it by the federal or state legislature. Appendix A presents this information as it applies to 
NEPA and to potential project permits. As a result, we are responsible for attending interagency 
review or field meetings, reviewing project technical reports and other documentation 
addressing our respective fields of expertise. We will also participate in problem solving and 
issue resolution processes, if necessary, for both the Runway 17-35 Extension Project and the 
Capacity Enhancement Program. 
 
 
Key Point 3. We commit to mutually respect our respective missions, technical expertise, and 

statutory authority as we work through the environmental analyses of each 
proposed project and to help each other fulfill our mandates.  

 
Appendix A describes our respective agency statutory authority as it relates to these proposed 
projects.  
 
 
Key Point 4. We will set mutually agreed upon time frames to fulfill our respective roles and 

responsibilities throughout these proposed projects. 
 
Appendix A presents each agency’s roles, responsibilities, and statutory authority for both the 
Runway 17-35 Extension Project and the Capacity Enhancement Program1. 
 

 
Key Point 5. We will include a method for understandings and agreements we reach 

throughout the environmental review processes for each proposed project. We 
will document these consensus points, with provisions, where appropriate, and 
indicate our agreement by signing a consensus agreement form for each 
consensus point. 

 
A Consensus Point is a point in the environmental review process where the FAA will work 
toward obtaining consensus from the appropriate agencies.  

 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 The time frames will be established after completion of the Scoping Process Report. 
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The Philadelphia EIS processes will include a number of consensus points that FAA will 
document, distribute, solicit comments, and work toward obtaining consensus from the 
appropriate agencies. Not every agency will need to be involved in every consensus point. The 
consensus points may include, but are not limited to: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Purpose and Need 
Developing a range of alternatives capable of achieving the purpose and need 
Developing reasonable, possible, and prudent alternatives retained for further evaluation 
because they meet the purpose and need 
Minimization of impacts 
Mitigation requirements  
Stewardship Opportunities 

 
Appendix B presents a sample agency consensus form that we will use when FAA works toward 
obtaining consensus for both the Runway 17-35 Extension Project and the Capacity Enhancement 
Program. The process for resolving conflicts is discussed in Key Point #7 in this agreement. 
 
 
Key Point 6. We agree not to revisit any consensus points, unless substantive environmental 

information, substantial project changes, or changes to laws and regulations 
warrant reopening an agreed-upon consensus point. 

 
New substantive information or substantive change to the proposed project, the environment, or 
laws and regulations must result in a substantially different picture of social, economic or 
environmental impacts compared to the impacts previously analyzed and described in Technical 
Reports and/or the Environmental Impact Statements.  
 
A consensus point can also be revisited if pertinent conditions and requirements of prior 
approvals (if any) will not be met because of the new substantive information or substantive 
change to the proposed project, the environment, or laws and regulations. 
 
 
Key Point 7. To quickly address unresolved issues among or between us, we will develop a 

mutually-acceptable collaborative problem solving and issue resolution 
framework. The framework will include reasons for initiating issue resolution 
process, procedures, and time frames. 

 
For both the Runway 17-35 Extension Project and the Capacity Enhancement Program, we will 
attempt to resolve disagreements at the earliest stage possible and at the lowest appropriate 
organizational level. However, if necessary, we will effectively use higher-level authorities, as 
appropriate, for negotiating or resolving impasses.  
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The following steps will occur after the FAA receives agency comments on a consensus point or 
document per the time frames listed in Appendix A: 

 
1. FAA distributes or presents a revised consensus point or document to the agencies. 
2. FAA requests a completed consensus form from each agency on the revised consensus 

point or document. 
3. Within seven calendar days, the reviewing agency(ies) indicates whether or not that 

it/they can agree to the Consensus Point, and if they do not agree, the objecting 
agency(ies) must provide written reasons for rejecting the Consensus Point. 

4. Within seven calendar days, FAA reviews the rejection. If we cannot reach agreement or 
if it is not likely we can reach one, FAA provides specific reasons for the disagreement 
and elevates the issue to the next management level.  

 
Any of us may request the start of the issue resolution process. 
 
This graphical presentation depicts the issue resolution process.  
 
 

FAA Representatives   Agency Representatives 
    
 

Interagency Transportation Infrastructure  
Streamlining Task Force 

Streamlining Leader FAA Airports Division 
Headquarter Offices 

Streamlining Champion FAA Airports Division 
Regional Office 

Agency Reviewer FAA Airports Division 
District Office 

Level 3 

Level 2 

Level 1 
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Applicability 

 
Participation in this agreement does not imply endorsement of any aspects of these projects. 
Nothing in this agreement or its appendices is intended to diminish, modify, or affect the 
statutory or regulatory authorities of the agencies involved. 
 
This Agreement will be effective for each agency upon its signing of the Agreement. It will apply 
to the proposed Philadelphia International Airport Capacity Enhancement Program and the 
Runway 17-35 Extension Project.  
 
Additional agencies having environmental expertise or authority may request joining this 
Agreement. After we have discussed their request to join this Agreement, they may become a 
party to it by signing this Agreement. 
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