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Michael Minerva, American Airline’s Vice President Government and Airport Affairs, said, “American Airlines and 
our predecessor airlines, especially US Airways, have enjoyed a long and productive relationship with Mark Gale. He 
has devoted his career to improving PHL. He leaves the city and the region a larger and better airport than the one he 
found when he started in 1985. Perhaps more importantly, Mark's successor will inherit an airport poised for greater 
improvement and with a settled airline lease.  On a personal note, those of us who have worked closely with Mark 
over the years wish him all the best as he moves into the next chapter of his life.” 
 
Gale began his career at the Airport in 1985 as an intern. After graduation, he returned to the Airport in early 1989 
and has held a variety of positions during his tenure. From 1996 to 2000, he served as the Airport's Operations 
Manager. From 2000 until his appointment as CEO in 2009, he served as Deputy Director of Aviation for Operations 
and Facilities and led a group of managers directing the day-to-day critical airport functions, including all airport 
operations, and maintenance, safety/security, information technology, engineering design and construction. Gale will 
retire at the beginning of January. 

Gale holds a Bachelor’s degree in Aeronautical Studies from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University. He is an 
accredited member in the American Association of Airport Executives (AAAE) and also serves on AAAE’s Board of 
Directors, the Board of Directors for Airports Council International - North America, the Philadelphia Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, and the U.S. Travel Association.  
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