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Airport Agreement/2 
 
"We are pleased that this litigation has finally been settled.  It accomplishes our top priorities - saving our 
residential neighborhoods in Tinicum; ensuring that the county, school district and township tax bases are 
preserved; and, allowing the much needed improvements to our region's Airport to get underway,” said  John P. 
McBlain, Delaware County councilman and former County  solicitor. “The Capacity Enhancement Program 
should now provide thousands of construction jobs for working men and women in Delaware County for years to 
come.  The improvements to the Airport should mean a world class facility that will enhance business in 

 Delaware County and a better travel experience for air travelers."
 
“Nearly one year ago, we stood here and promised that we would reach an agreement that would allow the 
Airport to grow while still protecting the people of Tinicum Township, whose daily lives are most impacted by the 
Airport and its operations. Today we are here to keep that promise,” said Tom Giancristoforo, President of the 
Tinicum Township Board of Commissioners. “This agreement achieves the ultimate goal we have been trying to 
reach for years – preserving Tinicum’s neighborhoods and securing a stream of revenue that will benefit the 
township and its people for decades to come.” 
 
"The Interboro School District looks forward to the conclusion of this agreement with the three other governing 
bodies after many years of discussion,” said Interboro School Board President Kathy Hauger. “It will enable the 
district to better plan for the educational needs of our students." 
 
 “This signing signifies our partnership and our commitment to good relations with our neighbors,” said Airport 
CEO Mark Gale. “I want to thank Mayor Nutter for his vision and support as we worked to achieve an 
agreement that sets the stage to advance the CEP in a responsible manner. I also want to thank the Tinicum 
Township Board of Commissioners and Delaware County Council for their collaboration during the negotiations 
and the advancement of the CEP. I would also like to thank Congressman Pat Meehan and Congressman Bob 
Brady for their support of this important milestone.” 
 

“The agreement paves the way for good-paying jobs for middle class families and fewer delays at the gate for 
travelers,” said Meehan. “It also helps the Delaware County communities surrounding the Airport and protects 
the tax base so vital to our local school districts. The Capacity Enhancement Program will help the Airport 
meet the air travel needs of our region for years to come. I’m pleased all parties were able to reach an 
equitable agreement.” 
 
In 2002, the U.S. Department of Transportation identified the improvements to PHL as one of 13 high-priority 
projects nationwide. Years of discussion have now yielded a program that will benefit both the Airport and its 
neighbors, clearing the way for a path forward. Those involved in the discussions over the years hail the 
agreement as a positive development for the entire region. The final agreement and reconfiguration of the CEP 
require FAA approval.  
 
More than 30 million travelers pass through PHL each year. The CEP will enable the Airport to grow to meet 
future demand and help remedy some of the issues facing the Airport today. The multi-billion dollar program 
will be funded through Airport revenue bonds, passenger facility charges, federal Airport Improvement 
Program grants, and other Airport revenues. No local tax dollars will be used to fund the improvements. The 
result will be an airport better equipped to facilitate travel and commerce that is more modern and efficient for 
years to come. 

 
The agreement today was signed by Mayor Nutter and Delaware County Council Chairman Mario Civera, Jr; 
Interboro School Board President Kathy Hauger; and Tinicum Township Board of Commissioners President 
Thomas J. Giancristoforo, Jr. 

 
Philadelphia International Airport Congressman Patrick Meehan 
Contact: Mary Flannery Contact: John Elizandro 
mary.flannery@phl.org john.elizandro@mail.house.gov 

 
Delaware County Tinicum Township 
Contact: Trish Cofiell Contact: Sarah Larson 

    cofiellt@co.delaware.pa.us                  sarah@furiarubel.com 


